Rally to the I sles of Scilly 11" to 13" August 2009

The rally was the first of the season for the S&#gst Branch and was planned to
enable owners who kept their boats along the Soutbt@d&ngland to join up with those
who kept their boats in the Bristol Channel and WalE®e Isles of Scilly is about 36 hours
from Weymouth, the Eastern boundary of the Branch andtdbe same from the Eastern

.....

part of the Bristol Channel and Mid Wales. The plas W& a pincer movement from the
South and North to an anchorage in Old Grimsby, whidffi$resco. For this rally we
joined the Mylor Yacht Club, which has a number of MoGyners and has always
welcomed our participation in its events.
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The planning and what happens in practice are often changeddnystances, and
this was no exception. Five boats, in addition toetszsling from Mylor, had intended to
travel from ports as far East as Weymouth on the SGa#st and Burnam-on-Sea in the
Bristol Channel. WekEleanora, were delayed by a day and set sail from Weymouth into a
head wind and tide that rose to F6 to F7 as we approachéd&itar Making no headway
into rough seas we went into Brixham for the night daded to resume our journey the
next day. For Mark CornisiMary Rose of Hamble, this was part of his holiday but he too
was delayed when his prop was fouled as he went to tteere$ a boat stranded on the mud
in the Bristol Channel. Tony Redshaw had planned teeléavthe Isles of Scilly from
Falmouth, but he too was delayed and by the time he wag t®gd the weather had
deteriorated further so he was unable to make the ngossi

Tony Coley, the Mylor Cruising Captain and organiser efrddly, did manage to
leave on schedule and when we communicated with hinueaday by mobile telephone he
was already crossing the shipping lanes on his way to GidsBy. By the time a number of
boats had arrived the wind was rising and we understanddimag at anchor in the bay was
not pleasant. However, following a night in Brixham, se¢ sail for Start Point but once
again the winds came around to the Wast, as there was little prospect of making any
headway, we diverted into Dartmouth and stayed thereviodtays hoping for a weather
window. It didn’t happen and by the time we would have hadawed Dartmouth to meet up
with anyone most boats were leaving Old Grimsby as thdsashad made the anchorage both
uncomfortable and risky. The other boats that had toiedake it from ports further East
than Falmouth and Penzance were also held up. | undetbtridark got as far as Padstow
and then had to wait for better weather to resume hidayol

Not wanting to waste the opportunity for a crulSksanora left Dartmouth at 0500
on the Thursday with plans to head for Cherbourg. Tlathee was good, being on the stbd
quarter, and we were making a good 6.5 to 7 knots. Hownese plans were changed
when the Navtex came up with a strong winds warningarctiannel for the next 24 to 48



hours, with expected gusts of up to F8 and the lower FOndsdyeing able to afford to be
delayed in Cherbourg, we set course for Weymouth andcedrtramping along at a steady 6
to 7 knots. We understand that others also reset thas pfad despite the weather managed
some good sailing.

It was a shame that we were unable to complete gigdity of the season, but that is
sailing and it is always nice to have an aim and a aigele

The next South Branch Event will be the Plymouth Finds@nd Gin run, also in
conjunction with the Mylor Yacht Club.

Last but not least, may | thank The Commodore and Totg &dhe MYC for
inviting us to join their rally and for their support of theuth West Branch of the MOA.

Paul A. Kennedy, Captain, MOA South Branch
paul .kennedy@moodyowners.net




